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Alpena Bi-Path
Sculptured Bikeway/Walkway
Bicentennial Project 

1. Sculptured Fountain (1978)
• 1978 sculpture - $50,000 – about $150,000 now

2. Global Collaboration Awareness (2017)

3. Departure of the Great Blue Herons (2017)

4-9. History of Industry Sculpture Series (6 sculptures) (2018)

10. American Dogs (2019)

11. Alpena Yacht Club Stone (2019)

12. Alpena Letters Sculpture (2019)

12 new sculptures - $150,000 of added value; $52,000 in 2019

13. The River Intertwined (2020)

14. Regatta Sails (2021)



Goal – Reaching the Sestercentennial

Well over $200,000 of value added to the aesthetics of our community 

15. 2022 – Water in Limestone – in progress

16. 2023 – Gone Fishing

17. 2024 – Community Service 

18. 2025 – Health and Well Being 

19. 2026 – Anniversary Celebration

250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 

50th Anniversary of Alpena Bi-Path  

Bi-Path started with the “Bicentennial” 







Sculptured Fountain by Glen Michaels (1979)                                                               
Cast bronze, rolled metal, concrete, plastic 

Sculpture height 6’ - width 5’ - length 14’ – weight 1,500 lbs.; Pool depth 2’ - diameter 24’ 
 
Glen Michaels taught at Cranbrook Academy of Art, Wayne State University, and the University of Windsor.  His 
work is found at the Bulova Watch Company, Rockefeller Center – New York, Renaissance Center – Detroit, S.S. 
Kresge Foundation – Troy, Michigan, and Detroit Institute of Arts. 
  
This is the first sculpture of the Alpena Sculptured Bikeway/Walkway Project of 1974/1976 (known as the 
Alpena Bi-Path) in commemoration of the nation’s Bicentennial celebration.  Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. 
commissioned this sculpture with financial assistance from the Jesse Besser Fund, Michigan Council for the Arts, 
local individual and corporate donations.  The sculpture’s Fan and Horse Tail water jets reflect the heritage of 
the lakes and rivers surrounding Alpena.  The strong vertical thrust echoes the tall trees of the 
surrounding timberlands.  
 
Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. revitalized the sculpture component of the Bi-Path in 2017 upon its 45th anniversary as one of the 

oldest continuous arts councils in Michigan.  Seeking to enrich the aesthetic quality of community while encouraging recreation 

with art in nature along the Alpena Bi-Path based on the original project, various new sculptures were added beginning with 

Departure of the Great Blue Herons and Global Collaboration Awareness (Duck Park and Alpena Community College, 2017), and 

History of Industry Sculpture Series (Alpena Community College and Washington Park, 2018).  Renewed energy culminated in 

the 2018 Art Vision Alpena project for long-range endowment of sculptures with the Community Foundation for Northeast 

Michigan.  A sculpture set, American Dogs sculptures was added to the expanding collection at Stafford Dog in 2019 with more 

sculptures envisioned for the future.  Explore the Alpena Bi-Path and discover the beauty of art in nature.   

























“History of Industry Sculpture Series” (2018) 

Commissioned by Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. and Alpena Community College in September 2017, installed June - 
September 2018, and dedicated September 21, 2018. 

 
This sculpture series is made possible with financial and material resources from the following:

Besser Foundation  
Alpena County Youth and Recreation Committee  
City of Alpena 
Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan   
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Besser Company  
Carmeuse Lime and Stone Calcite Operation 
Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. 
  

Oak City Contracting, LLC 
Lafarge-Holcim, Alpena 
Lafarge Presque Isle Quarry 
Specification Stone Products - Levy 
Goodrich Trucking and Asphalt Paving 
Team Elmer’s - Alpena Quarry  
Bedrock Contracting and Excavating  
Alpena Community College 

This sculpture series represents the history of industry in Alpena and the surrounding region of Northeast Michigan.  It is dedicated to the people 
who made livelihoods for themselves, their families and their communities throughout time. 

The limestone pillars of this sculpture series represent the natural elements of our environment rising from earth as the foundations of economic 
and community development.  Like Stonehenge and other circle monuments from ancient times, this monument to industry, located on a Bronze 
Age site along the Thunder Bay River, is oriented to the skies and the wonders of the world.  Each stone/sculpture is positioned to align with the 
summer and winter solstice constellations, reflecting Stonehenge and other circle monuments around the world in all their ingenuity and mystery 
from one generation of humanity to the next and from the earth to the skies.   

Civilizations have been built upon resources and raw materials throughout the millennia, and with beliefs that foster creativity and innovation as 
individuals and communities.  Discovering what it takes to make economies and communities prosper in healthy and sustainable ways is something 
for each generation to realize for itself.   

These reflections of natural resources ornamented with artwork of interconnected themes, locations, and forms represent the circles and cycles of 
life.  They encourage the observer to connect with each installation and their interrelationships with one another, reaching beyond these images 
for an even greater understanding and appreciation of what they represent, including the universe around us.   

The objective of this installation is to connect the arts with industry within the context of nature and history for a fuller understanding of where we 
come from and who we are relative to one another.   

The stones serve as the canvas for artwork symbolizing the historical phases of industry in Alpena and Northeast Michigan throughout the ages 
which have sustained the communities of Northeast Michigan for generations.  They depict economic activity from ancient Native American copper 
processing, to fisheries, farming and hunting, lumbering, concrete technologies, education, healthcare, and tourism and recreation.   

While the core of the sculpture series is located on the Alpena Community College campus, the sixth sculpture, Recreation and Tourism, is at 
Washington Avenue Park, encouraging circularity of movement throughout the City’s Bi-Path.  Stroll or bike between sites while contemplating 
nature, industry, the humanities, the arts, and the sciences that have made our communities thrive throughout time.   

The ACC site is significant because it is where Native American copper processing occurred during the Bronze Age as indicated by the nearby 
historical marker.  It is also the site where the original Besser Block Machine was innovated by Jesse Besser at the Besser-Churchill Company, a 
sawmill producing wooden shingles and barrel staves, which stood once where Van Lare Hall currently stands; the story is a testament to the 
transitional nature of local economies, industry and ingenuity over time.  This location also happens to be the initial leg of the original Alpena Bi-
path from the college towards downtown and the Alpena harbor.   

The Alpena Bi-Path project was originally called the Alpena Sculptured Walkway/Bikeway and later renamed Alpena Bi-Path by local schoolchildren 
in honor of the Bicentennial celebration for which the path was constructed in 1974-76. The first and only sculpture, “Sculptured Fountain” by Glen 
Michaels, was installed in 1979 at the Jesse Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan.  In commemoration of its 45th Anniversary in 2017, Thunder 
Bay Arts Council, Inc. commissioned “Departure of the Great Blue Herons” by Ann Gildner at Duck Park.  In collaboration with Alpena Community 
College that same year, “Global Collaboration Awareness” was added to the collection to rejuvenate further the sculpture component of the Bi-
Path. 
 
This six-sculpture series is one in an ever-expanding collection of sculptures and art installations along the Alpena Bi-Path seeking to expand upon 
the Alpena Sculptured Walkway/Bikeway project (Alpena Bi-Path).  Look for “Art Vision Alpena” as a special project of Thunder Bay Arts Council, 
Inc. towards this end for more details.  This collection of public sculptures and art installations enhances the aesthetic quality of our community 
encouraging recreation with art in nature.  Enjoy!  































Sculpture 5 - Healthcare and Education 
Scott Stevens of Alpena, Michigan  
(Stevens Custom Fabrication) 

Sculpture height 5’ – width 4’ 
Stone height 5.5’ – width 8’- weight approximately 7-8 tons 
Located on the campus of Alpena Community College 
Summer Solstice Sunset – 313 degrees (Azimuth) 

Relief of helping hands; Aluminum 
 
This silhouette of helping hands represents the fortitude of communities building support structures that enhance strength, creativity, and 
productivity to make individuals and communities healthy, wealthy, wise, and sustainable.  Healthcare and education are pillars supporting 
community viability and are a legacy of overall economic and community development.  They are undercurrents of timeless necessity for a vibrant 
society/community and comprise the foundation for modern economic and community prosperity.  Alpena and Northeast Michigan have a rich 
history of providing local access to superior healthcare and education, including higher education, for their citizens. 

 
Sculpture 6 - Recreation and Tourism  
Jacob Idema of Alpena, Michigan 
Hand forged historic high-wheel bicycle; Steel and copper 
 
Sculpture height 6’ – width 4’ 
Stone height 7’ – width 5’- weight approximately 4 tons 
Located at Washington Avenue Park, corner of Washington Avenue 
and S 11th Avenue 



























A lake is the landscape’s most beautiful and expressive feature.  
It is earth’s eye; looking into which the beholder measures the depth of his own nature. 

Henry David Thoreau 

 

Lake Huron and Thunder Bay have provided access and sustenance to those who have pondered and 

traversed the waters for millennia.   They are crossroads of our history, recreation and industry.   

The catboat fleet (c.1950s-1970s) portrayed above reflects the spirit of recreation, and the anchor to the 

right represents the commercial industry shared by generations on these waters.  

 

This installation is part of Art Vision Alpena, a project of Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. which seeks to 

enrich the aesthetic quality of community while encouraging recreation with art in nature along the 

Alpena Bi-Path.   

This space was rehabilitated in September 2019 with support from the City of Alpena and the Alpena 

Yacht Club.   

 

Thanks to previous generations who laid the original foundations of this installation.   

Special thanks to Elbridge Dunckel, Jon T. Crow, Matt Dunckel, Owen Williams, Patrick Labadie, Wayne Lusardi, 

Steve Wilson, Angela Addington, Marlo Broad and Bob Lyngos of Special Collections at Alpena County Library, the 

Alpena Yacht Club Board of Directors, City of Alpena (council and staff), Augie Matuzak and Tim Kuehnlein for 

rehabilitating this site with interest, information and logistics.   



Photograph of Alpena’s fleet of catboats on Thunder Bay (c. early 1960s)

Courtesy of Jon T. Crow and the A.B. Crow collection of catboat photographs





























































Goal - Next 5 years

15. 2022 - Water in Limestone Sculpture 

16. 2023 – Fish/Fishing Sculpture 

17. 2024 - Health & Wellness Sculpture 

18. 2025 - Community Spirit Sculpture

19. 2026 - 250th Sestercentennial Celebration Sculpture
• The Bicentennial of Declaration of Independence - Sculptured Walkway & Bikeway

Bi-Path started with the “Bicentennial” 





2022 
Sculpture

50th Anniversary
of TBA

Autumn Bildson
Culligan Plaza







2023
Sculpture

• Sytek Park

• Gone Fishing – Tribute to Brown Trout Festival – Family Fun Day

• Memorial to Randy Donakowski

• Mostly funded by memorials



2024
Sculpture
• July 3, 2024 – Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan 

• 50th Anniversary
• Collaboration of regional service clubs!

https://bronzeman.com/

https://www.absolutearts.com/

https://largeart.com/

North Central Michigan College – sculpture park artists 

https://bronzeman.com/
https://www.absolutearts.com/
https://largeart.com/


2025
Sculpture



2026
Sculpture
• Sestercentennial (250th)

• Declaration of Independence

• 50th Anniversary
• Alpena Bi-Path


