
• Alpena’s Sculptured Walkway/Bikeway (Bi-Path)





Last year…(2017)







Video of Departure sculpture filmed by Brian 
Dort
• https://youtu.be/YhGewTVU5io

https://youtu.be/YhGewTVU5io


This year…(2018)



Castlerigg Stone Circle



WBKB coverage – the concept

• http://www.wbkb11.com/new-set-of-sculptures-to-honor-industries-
that-built-northeast-michigan

http://www.wbkb11.com/new-set-of-sculptures-to-honor-industries-that-built-northeast-michigan


“History of Industry Sculpture Series” (2018) 

Commissioned by Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. and Alpena Community College in September 2017, installed June - 
September 2018, and dedicated September 21, 2018. 
 
This sculpture series is made possible with financial and material resources from the following:

 





A true team effort…

Extended gratitude to the following individuals who made this project possible with their time, talents, and 

labor while representing various organizations and businesses.     

Alpena Community College 

 and Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. 

Timothy M. Kuehnlein, Jr. – Sculpture Project Facilitator  

 

Thunder Bay Arts Council, Inc. 

Monte Jahnke, President 

Jodene Compton, 2nd Vice President  

Marsette Dubie, Treasurer  

Michelle Miller, Administrative Assistant 

Midge Connon 

Roger Baumgardner 

Jean Stewart  

Don Stewart 

August Matuzak   



Alpena Community College 

Don MacMaster, President 

Nicholas Brege, Facilities Director 

Richard Sutherland, Vice President 

Charles Seguin  

Nick Neuman  

Matt Dunckel  

Tom Gougeon  

Barb Szczesniak 

Jess Ruppert 

Kim Salziger 

Jeff Blumenthal 

Nancy Seguin  

Garth Gapske 

Laurie Wade 

Jim Berles 

Heather Pines 

Sven Pearsall  

Jay Walterreit  

Jackie Witter 

Bob Besaw 

Joe Gentry 

Todd Onstwedder, Jr. 

Kevin Sylvester 



Thank you to those early visionaries who drew attention to this site’s significance and placed the historical markers so long ago, to those who have cared for it through 
the years, and to Boy Scout Troup 78 for their refurbishment of the site in 2007 (Eagle Scout Project, Stephen F. Sutherland).  























Contextual Overview
This sculpture series represents the history of industry in Alpena and the surrounding region of Northeast Michigan.  It is dedicated to the people 
who made livelihoods for themselves, their families and their communities throughout time. 

The limestone pillars of this sculpture series represent the natural elements of our environment rising from earth as the foundations of economic 
and community development.  Like Stonehenge and other circle monuments from ancient times, this monument to industry, located on a Bronze 
Age site along the Thunder Bay River, is oriented to the skies and the wonders of the world.  Each stone/sculpture is positioned to align with the 
summer and winter solstice constellations, reflecting Stonehenge and other circle monuments around the world in all their ingenuity and mystery 
from one generation of humanity to the next and from the earth to the skies.   

Civilizations have been built upon resources and raw materials throughout the millennia, and with beliefs that foster creativity and innovation as 
individuals and communities.  Discovering what it takes to make economies and communities prosper in healthy and sustainable ways is something 
for each generation to realize for itself.   

These reflections of natural resources ornamented with artwork of interconnected themes, locations, and forms represent the circles and cycles of 
life.  They encourage the observer to connect with each installation and their interrelationships with one another, reaching beyond these images 
for an even greater understanding and appreciation of what they represent, including the universe around us.   

The objective of this installation is to connect the arts with industry within the context of nature and history for a fuller understanding of where we 
come from and who we are relative to one another.   



The stones serve as the canvas for artwork symbolizing the historical phases of industry in Alpena and Northeast Michigan throughout the ages 
which have sustained the communities of Northeast Michigan for generations.  They depict economic activity from ancient Native American copper 
processing, to fisheries, farming and hunting, lumbering, concrete technologies, education, healthcare, and tourism and recreation.   

While the core of the sculpture series is located on the Alpena Community College campus, the sixth sculpture, Recreation and Tourism, is at 
Washington Avenue Park, encouraging circularity of movement throughout the City’s Bi-Path.  Stroll or bike between sites while contemplating 
nature, industry, the humanities, the arts, and the sciences that have made our communities thrive throughout time.   

The ACC site is significant because it is where Native American copper processing occurred during the Bronze Age as indicated by the nearby 
historical marker.  It is also the site where the original Besser Block Machine was innovated by Jesse Besser at the Besser-Churchill Company, a 
sawmill producing wooden shingles and barrel staves, which stood once where Van Lare Hall currently stands; the story is a testament to the 
transitional nature of local economies, industry and ingenuity over time.  This location also happens to be the initial leg of the original Alpena Bi-
path from the college towards downtown and the Alpena harbor.   

The Alpena Bi-Path project was originally called the Alpena Sculptured Walkway/Bikeway and later renamed Alpena Bi-Path by local schoolchildren 
in honor of the Bicentennial celebration for which the path was constructed in 1974-76. The first and only sculpture, “Sculptured Fountain” by Glen 
Michaels, was installed in 1979 at the Jesse Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan.  In commemoration of its 45th Anniversary in 2017, Thunder 
Bay Arts Council, Inc. commissioned “Departure of the Great Blue Herons” by Ann Gildner at Duck Park.  In collaboration with Alpena Community 
College that same year, “Global Collaboration Awareness” was added to the collection to rejuvenate further the sculpture component of the Bi-
Path. 
 
This six-sculpture series is one in an ever-expanding collection of sculptures and art installations along the Alpena Bi-Path seeking to expand upon 
the Alpena Sculptured Walkway/Bikeway project (Alpena Bi-Path).  Look for “Art Vision Alpena” as a special project of Thunder Bay Arts Council, 
Inc. towards this end for more details.  This collection of public sculptures and art installations enhances the aesthetic quality of our community 
encouraging recreation with art in nature.  Enjoy!  

 



A visual of process & progress



The artists & sculptures











Strategizing positions of the stones…





Astronomical Constellations:  Summer and Winter Solstice Sunrises and Sunsets  
 
Little is known about the purposes for which England’s great stone circle monuments such as Stonehenge and Castlerigg were built.  Perhaps they 
comprised important meeting places and were oriented accordingly. Perhaps they were erected for trading or religious purposes, or even for multiple 
uses.  While their positioning has evident astronomical significance, there exists no consistent alignment with planets or stars among such monument 
locations. Adding to the mystery, one can only imagine how the ancients built such gigantic structures without modern machinery.   
 
To celebrate such ingenuity and industry across the ages, this circular Bi-Path Sculpture commemorates the History of Industry in Alpena and 
Northeast Michigan, and is also arranged with astronomical orientations. This grouping is aligned with the summer (roughly June 21) and winter 
(roughly December 21) solstice sunrises and sunsets, and certain stones represent different constellations according to the Azimuth (magnetic 
compass). 
 
The stones in this arranged group are approximately five to nine feet high. Each weighs on average seven to ten tons (14,000-15,000 pounds).  By 
comparison, Stonehenge sarsen and bluestone pillars reach thirty feet and range from an estimated four to twenty-five tons each, with the sarsens 
being heaviest.  In contrast, Castlerigg, one of the earliest known stone circles, contains much smaller stones ranging from three to seven and one-
half feet. The single stone erected at Washington Avenue Park for the Bi-Path series is form Team Elmer’s Alpena Quarry and weighs about four tons. 
 
This Bi-Path Sculpture site and the Washington Park site represent successful collaborations by individuals from our region interested in the arts, 
industry, and nature. These individuals have mixed a little ingenuity with reflections on the past and the present, and have clearly mixed in optimism 
for the future. Perhaps such collaboration can be the secret to success for our community’s 21st Century development and can build upon the 
creativity and problem-solving skills of those Bronze Age and Neolithic forbearers whose work lives on at Stonehenge and Castlerigg.  









Securing the stones…

• Carmeuse Lime and Stone Calcite Operation

• Oak City Construction

• Lafarge-Holcim – Alpena and Presque Isle

• Washington Avenue Park site 
• Team Elmer’s – Alpena Quarry

• Bedrock Contracting and Excavating 





Bedrock Geology of Michigan and the Region 
 
The limestone monoliths for this sculpture series are from the Carmeuse Lime and Stone Calcite Operation of Rogers City, historically recognized as 
the world's largest limestone quarry.  The stone used for the north directional marker on which this plaque is placed is from the Lafarge-Holcim, 
Alpena Quarry at the former Huron Portland Cement Company, which is historically recognized as the world's largest cement plant.  Each stone 
weighs on average seven to ten tons (14,000-15,000 pounds).  The single stone erected at Washington Avenue Park for the Bi-Path series is from 
Team Elmer’s Alpena Quarry and weighs about four tons.  It is interesting to note the unique surfaces, fossilization, and coloration of each of these 
stones from different quarries in the region and how they correspond with the bedrock geology of Alpena, the region and the state.  Note that 
Alpena County is split between Antrim Shale and Traverse Group (limestone) and northern Presque Isle County has Dundee Limestone (bedrock).   
 

























I was there… (what an experience!)



But they did the heavy lifting…







Unloading the stones…

• Thank to
• Oak City Construction

• Lafarge-Holcim

• ACC 

• Washington Avenue Park site (still to be placed)
• Team Elmer’s – Alpena Quarry

• Bedrock Contracting and Excavating 











Prepping the space…

• ACC

• Specification Stone Products – LEVY

• Goodrich Trucking and Asphalt Paving









Positioning the stones…

• Thank to
• Oak City Construction

• Lafarge-Holcim

• ACC 















































Details about the art, artists and their 
process…









Original Concept
Sketch



Bas-Relief 

Clay Model



Bas-Relief 

Clay Model



Indigenous Copper Workers bas-relief sculpture casting schedule  
 

1.  Rubber mold making      Monday, July 23 
2.  Wax mold making           Wednesday, July 25 

3.  Ceramic mold making     Saturday, July 28 
4.  Pour bronze                    Tuesday, July 31 or Wednesday, August 1 
5.  Apply petina                    Tuesday, August 7 

 
 

I will travel to Leslie, MI on Monday, August 6th. (stay in Leslie on the night of August 6) 
On Tuesday, August 7th, i will be working with Roger in his shop to apply the petina.  It will 
take most of the day to complete.  At the end of the day on August 7th, I transport the completed 

sculpture back to my studio. 
 

Installation of the Indigenous Copper Workers sculpture at Alpena  
 

 

1. Transport sculpture to Alpena    Monday, August 20  ( with my colleague)  
2. Install sculpture to stone in Alpena  Monday, August 20, 2018. I assume there is no power 

near the installation location.  



Rubber mold made

over original

clay model



Rubber mold



Rigid plastic 

mother mold

made over

the rubber mold



Wax pattern



Wax pattern cut

Into castable sections



Gating one of

the sections



Gating is designed

to easily let the

metal in and air out



Dipping in a

silica slurry



And covered in 

a silica sand. Dry

for 10 hours and 

repeat 6 coats.



Ceramic mold

completed



All molds after 

melting out the wax.



Pouring bronze



Pouring molten bronze



After a couple of hours 

to cool, the shell 

can be removed 

with a hammer 

and sand blaster.





The First Installation 



























































































Signage/plaques
Under development
Omega  
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Thank you to those early visionaries who drew attention to this site’s significance and placed the historical markers so long ago, to those who have cared for it through 
the years, and to Boy Scout Troup 78 for their refurbishment of the site in 2007 (Eagle Scout Project, Stephen F. Sutherland).  



A special thank you to Carmeuse Lime and Stone Calcite Operation of Rogers City for the initial donation of limestone foundations 
for each of the sculptures and to Lafarge-Holcim for additional stone.  Without these donations, the series could not have been 
created as conceived.  Additionally, thanks to Carmeuse for securing Moran Iron Works’ crane which was necessary to get the job 
done and for safe and precise execution of heavy lifting. 

Sincere thanks to Oak City Contracting, LLC, especially Craig Froggett, and to Lafarge-Holcim, Alpena, especially Travis 
Konarzewski for transporting and excavating the limestone, and to Specification Stone Products-Levy of Alpena and Goodrich 
Trucking and Asphalt Paving for providing grading materials to finish off the rough edges of the site.  Team Elmer’s – Alpena 
Quarry and Bedrock Contracting and Excavating graciously provided final touches to get the job done for Washington Park. 



Oak City Contracting, LLC 

Craig Froggett - Sculpture Project Facilitator  

Carl Thiem 

Wally Powell 

 

Carmeuse Lime and Stone Calcite Operation 

John Abbitt, Area Operations Manager  

Alan Pines, Quarry Manager 

Todd Hammermeister 

Mike Koss 

Matt Suszek  

Kim Montague 

 

Moran Iron Works 

Dan Shephard, Crane Operator 

 

Besser Company 

Kevin Curtis, President & CEO 

Brian Siegert 

Brandon Ciupka 

Candie Dombroski 

Terri Grulke  



Specification Stone Products – LEVY 

Mark Larsen 

John Werth 

 
Goodrich Trucking and Asphalt Paving 
Bruce Goodrich 
 
Team Elmer’s – Alpena Quarry  
Tim Leeck 
 

Bedrock Contracting and Excavating 
Travis O’Connor 
 

Lafarge-Holcim, Alpena 

Travis Konarzewski 

Matt Spragg 

Jim Bruski 

Todd Timmerick                                                                          

Travis Weide

 



History, art, engineering, skilled trades, geography, 
astronomy, businesses, non-profits, government 

Applications for classroom – learning engagement

• This project has been a successful collaboration of the arts, industry 
and nature mixed with a little ingenuity – perhaps the secret to the 
success of any 21st century community’s development. 



Civil Society

• Community engagement & service

• Community development



Coming next…



Phase 3

• Sytek Park

• Bay View Park

• Avery Park

• Dog Park, etc.







WBKB coverage of ART Vision Alpena

• http://www.wbkb11.com/art-vision-finally-coming-to-life

http://www.wbkb11.com/art-vision-finally-coming-to-life









